WELCOME
Grace and Peace be with you in the name of our Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit.
Thank you for coming! We're so glad you've chosen to worship with us today.

It gives me great joy to tell you that

First United Church of Christ and Conference Center Second Life is
a church with full real life standing in the

Southern California Nevada Conference of the

United Church of Christ (UCC).

And as a real UCC church, we'd like you to know that
"No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey,
You are welcome here.

Our service will be in voice and text.

A copy of our services today, our bulletin or worship guide can be found inside that
red book located in the back.

The music will be on the media viewer, so be sure that you have your voice and media
turned on.

If you don't know how to do that, let someone know and we'll try to help.
There will be a link in Nearby Chat so you can watch it in your browser if the
viewer isn't working for you.

One of the blessings and responsibilities that come with

our being a real church with real standing is that we, like all UCC churches,
support the work of the national church not only with prayer

but financially.

So we greatly appreciate any offering you can make to support this ministry.
If you prefer, donations can be made on our donation bowl located in the back next
to the red book or on our website, firstuccsl.org.

My name is Rev. Yadi Martinez-Reyna, I am one of the Pastors in this community.
And anyone you see with a "Minister" tag is an ordained UCC minister in real life.

This past month we started with a series that is aimed to invite everyone—-not just
women—to explore the narratives of those who have frequently been overlooked or
silenced.

This Sunday we will be talking about Tamar.

This story like many others we have read together will challenge the notion of wrong
or right and invite you to see justice from the perspective of the marginalized.

And as we go forth with this worship service, I challenge us to think for a minute
and see if you have in your memory, heard, or witnessed someone standing up for
justice in an unexpected way?



So let me infinite you today my dear friends to prepare your heart, your mind, and
set aside a moment to meditate, and pray that today’s service touch your hearts,
re-fill your cup with joy and your spirit with peace and hope.

Will you pray with me?
INVOCATION -

Come, Holy Spirit, and fill this space and our community with your divine presence.
Touch our hearts, minds, and souls wherever we find ourselves at this time.

May this service today be an inspiration, a creative wonder and invitation to grow
closer to you and in community to each other.

May you create a holy bubble of protection from anything that might distract, or
glitch our very own connection to you through these digital waves and in our minds.

May all honor and glory be yours now and forever.
I pray in the name of the one who calls us family, in Jesus name.
Amen

For our gathering music if you have any announcements of the life of our church
please share during this time.

GATHERING MUSIC

Crowder, TobyMac - "— [DASH]" (Official Lyric Video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2gtq2x5dPk

SCRIPTURE
Today’s reading come from the book of Genesis, Isiah, and Matthew (selected verses)

**Genesis 38:1-30 (Selected Verses)**

Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife and perform the duty of a
brother-in-law to her; raise up offspring for your brother.”

But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so whenever he went in to his
brother’s wife he spilled the semen on the ground.

When Judah learned that Tamar was pregnant, he said, “Bring her out and let her be
burned.”

But she said, “It was by the man to whom these belong that I am pregnant.” And she
said, “Please identify whose these are, the signet and the cord and the staff.”
Then Judah acknowledged them and said, “She is more righteous than I.”

**Tsaiah 61:1-3**

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me;



he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to
the prisoners;

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor..

to comfort all who mourn, to provide for those who mourn in Zion-

to give them a garland instead of ashes, the o0il of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

**Matthew 11:28-30%**
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Word of God for the People of God,
Thanks be to God.

Tamara - sometimes you do what you got to do..
Will you pray with me?

God of Justice and compassion, open our eyes to see your
redeeming power at work in the stories that challenges us.

Help us hear Tamar's voice,
often silenced, and to find our own courage to act for justice.
Amen

Tamara’s story is one of those challenging stories that messes with your moral
compass.

I was raised in a very conservative environment where my world was always binary.
Things were either right or wrong.

Things were a blessing or a sin.

God loves or God punishes.

There was always a fork in the middle of the road and if you loved God you would
take the one that was 1least traveled.

You would carry your cross and bear the pain of whatever it was they
(The Holy Trinity) wanted you to feel.

Such beliefs are still very strong today in many Christian circles.

Yet these beliefs started to clash with my culture and found progressive way of
thinking.



See I learned also at a very young age that if you fall,
YOU must get up because no one was coming to save you.

I learned from my parents that struggles were real pero “no pasa nada”
(everything is fine).

I have come to realize that neither of these perspectives is entirely accurate.
The notion of passively enduring whatever life throws at us, or the idea of
struggling through challenges alone,

does not align with the abundant life that the Holy One desires for us.

Our creator's unique perspective and profound love inspire unconventional thinking,
as exemplified by the existence of the platypus—an intriguing blend of traits.

But..talk about a funny looking animal.

The Holy-One has granted us the freedom to make choices, instilled a sense of
accountability, and offered us hope.

Through Christ, we witness the depths of forsaken, suffering, and even death.

Yet, we also learn that death is not the end; it is through the resurrection that we
find new life, with women leading the way to proclaim the good news first!

This season, we have explored the lives of women who have often been labeled as
promiscuous, failures, or malevolent figures deserving of their fates.

Through this journey, we uncovered how their creativity, boldness, and authenticity
were frequently misunderstood.

Today’s narrative centers on a woman who, like many others, lacked control over her
own body and the choice of who she would marry.

She was a Canaanite woman marrying into a family from Judah, a lineage descended
from one of Jacob's blessed tribes.

To approach the scriptures from a womanist perspective, one must consider who wields
power in this narrative and identify the unnamed or overlooked woman within it.

I believe that the Holy-One has bestowed upon us the Holy Spirit,
working through the broken-hearted and those brave enough to confront their
circumstances.

I believe like Martin Luther King Jr said “the arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice.”

It might take a min but divine justice restores those who society has forgotten.



Church in every welcoming greeting like many other UCC churches we remind you that
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

That welcome isn’t just for the confident or the cheerful
— it’s for the weary, the doubting, the depressed,
the ones who can barely make it through the day.

Because God’s justice isn’t only about what happens out there in the streets -
it’s about what you and I need and feel.

And who better than this Canaanite woman who is married into this family
to show us what desperation, injustice and creative thinking looks like.

Her story — found in Genesis 38 — is not often read aloud in church.
It’s messy, complicated, even uncomfortable.

And the uncomfortable part will come when you realize how the system tries to erase
her and she outsmarts it.

Uncomfortable!
But that’s exactly why we must read it.

Because that’s where faith is really born from the Spirit nudging you to think why
it makes you uncomfortable.

That’s where God’s justice is born.
So what’s the story?

Tamar is married to Judah's first born Er, and he dies.
Now the law of levirate was written to protect the families lineage.

So Tamar 1is then given to the 2nd son of Judah, the brother Onan,
who is supposed to care for her.

But Onan uses her for sexual gratification.
The scripture says that he used her body and spilled the seed denying her any type
of justice through a child.

Now we must remember that women at this time can be saved through a child, a son,
who can then protect her and care for her.

I suppose you can say she is an incubator and caregiver of a future man in power
that hopefully will remember her and care for her at old age.

So she hopes that Onan will give her a child but that does not happen.
And so the Holy One as the scripture tells us takes Onan.



Like Onan dies.

And now what?

Well Judah has a third son but by now he is worried this woman is killing her sons.
I supposed here is where those who are parents might understand where Judah was
coming from protecting his third son who was too young to marry anyways, and so he

sends Tamara away.

Makes sense right?
Judah sends her away.

Away means no future, no home, not even a present to continue a life beyond the
Judah tribe.

See she can’t marry again to another family she is still promised to this one.
She can’t leave her father's home.

She can’t convince Judah that she did not kill his sons.

In today’s world I wonder if she would have probably been on one of those shows
like A&E, “Scorn” or “Till death thou us apart” or “Women who kills.”

Tamar stands in limbo because she has no immediate choice.

Especially after the third son Selah grows and she sees
that Judah has no intention of calling her back into the fold.

What is Tamar to do?

Church desperation makes us do things that under normal circumstances we might not
have thought about.

Many of us might know what it is like to lay in bed for days and not see a way out.
God’s justice is not abstract — it binds the brokenhearted.

It moves toward the depressed, the anxious, the grieving.

And if you’re here today, barely holding it together
— if the shadows feel heavier than hope — hear this truth:
Depression is not a failure of faith.

Jesus reminds us in Matthew that you will find rest for your souls.
Tamar saw no way out but she knew deep down she is a survivor
and she devises a very tricky but dangerous plan.

See she knew papa Judah was going on a business trip and he likes to play.
So she disguised herself as a prostitute by the roadside — and when Judah came by
she convinced him to go and do the deed.



She had covered her face and he wanted to go with her not recognizing who she was.

As payment he tells her she will give her baby goat and she tells him that’s fine
but she also requires a staff, cord, and signet ring.

Like many she is underestimated, those items represent Judah,
his power and he probably thought she was to dumb to know their meaning.

Meanwhile Judah sends an errand boy to retrieve his items and probably send the
baby goat as payment.

BUT one can find the girl!

And Judah probably feels he can just replace those items.

Meanwhile, the time comes when Tamara starts to show that she is pregnant!
Scandalous!

And people are dying to go tell Judah that his daughter in law has broken the deal
since he never gave him his last son.

The punishment church for this act is death by stoning.

And when Judah brings her to be punished she pulls out those things he gave her
along with her Billy goat.

Because here is the deal friends when you respond with calmness, with courage and
with grace you throw the enemy off.

You might cry at home and let your emotions run wild but when the time comes stand
in the knowledge that you are a child of God, anointed, loved, forgiven and
empowered.

Walk in there like you own the place.

The scripture tells us that Judah forgave Tamar and she had twins, Perez and Zerah.

Judah never slept with her again and she was restored in the family.

Judah who was ready to give a death sentence instead says “She is more righteous
than I, because I did not give her my son Shelah.”

That confession — from the very man who had oppressed her — was the beginning of
justice.

Many can find her actions challenging.

She did what?!
She basically prostitutes herself!



See many might shame such actions.

Justice takes time and sometimes it takes creative thinking to survive.
So what is God saying through Tamar today?

First — that justice and survival often look the same.

Sometimes courage doesn’t look like a banner in the street; it looks like a woman
choosing not to give up.

It looks like someone living through depression and still showing up to church.
It looks like a protest that begins in the heart.

Second — that God’s redemption includes the rejected.
The lineage of Jesus includes Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba — women marked by
scandal, loss, and pain.

The UCC celebrates this inclusive ancestry: God works through the messy, the
marginalized, and the misunderstood.

And third — that depression and injustice are connected.
Tamar’s suffering wasn’t just emotional — it was systemic.
Patriarchy, poverty, and silence crushed her spirit.

And it still happens today — when racism wounds, when sexism silences, when queer
youth are shamed, when the poor are blamed for being poor.

When Transphobia influences those in power and mental illness gets no supporting
affordable resources.

We cannot talk about healing hearts without confronting the systems that break them.
Amen?

If Tamar lived today, she might be:

- The woman denied healthcare because of her income.

- The trans teen rejected by family.

- The survivor of assault who refuses to be silent.

- The worker fighting for fair wages.

And in every one of them, God is still speaking.
Still bringing redemption out of despair.



Still calling the Church to say, “She, He, They are more righteous than I.”
Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.”

That’s not a call to escape reality — it’s a promise of restoration.

It’s God saying, “I will meet you in the ashes and make beauty from them.”

So if you are weary, if the world feels too heavy, if your faith feels faint —
remember Tamar.

Remember the God who works through heartbreak.
Remember that the story isn’t over.

Because God is still speaking.

And your survival is sacred.

So Dance, like no one is looking.

Reach out to your community, I’m here, send me a note.

And let's think creatively how we will survive this phase of injustice, of
oppression.

Here in the States 7 million people showed us that walking the streets,
dancing, and being community works to give us hope.

It gives me hope.

So let us not give in or give up, let us sit together and creatively come up with an
idea,

a way not only to survive but to thrive to live life in abundance because that
starts in the heart.

Amen

PRAYER PREPARATION:

Today the first ot the month we usually do Communion.

We will be doing that next week along with a service to honor our saints.

I'm a little behind on the agenda here so bear with me.

And now let us come together in prayer.

Let us give thanks for the gift of this day
and pray for the life of the world.



If you have a prayer of joy or concern that you wish to lift to God, and have
supported by the energy of those gathered here, we invite you to share.

As this song plays, in the silence of our hearts or type your request in the nearby

chat.

Francesca Battistelli - Write Your Story (Live)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBmDCDbmtpc&list=RDFBmDCDbmtpc&start_radio=1

COMMUNITY PRAYER

If there was a prayer inside of you that you couldn't quite get out, it's ok.

Because the Psalmist tells us that God knows what we are going to say before the
words can even form on our tongues.
And so we know.

We know that God has heard our prayers.
Those spoken out loud, those typed into SL chat, and those spoken only in the
silence of our hearts.

PASTORAL PRAYER -
I invite you to read with me as we pray this liturgy together.
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And all the

The Spirit of the Lord is upon us.
To bring good news to the poor and to bind up the brokenhearted.

Like Tamar, we cry out for justice in a world that too often forgets the

God of mercy, give us courage to act when others are silent.
For those living with depression, grief, and anxiety-
May your healing Spirit bring comfort and peace.

For the Church, that we may confess where we have failed to protect and

Forgive us, Lord, and make us instruments of your justice.
God of Tamar, of the broken and the brave, renew us with your hope.
You are still speaking, O God. We are still listening.

people say, Amen.

BLESSING FOR THE JOURNEY



May the God of Tamar and all who suffer unseen, touches your life and you won't feel
alone.

May you find strength, and silence into a song.

Go in peace.

Come again in the promise of abundant grace.

GO IN PEACE, AMEN
MUSIC FOR THE JOURNEY
Keys - Underdog (Official Video)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izyZL KINGiA&1list=RDizyZLKIWGiA&start radio=1,
Alicia



